The essential oil from fruits of Retrophyllum rospigliosii (Pilger) C.N. Page grown in Colombia was analyzed by GC and GC/MS. Ninety-one compounds were identified, of which the most prominent were limonene (37.7%) and α-pinene (16.3%). The in vitro antibacterial activity of the essential oil was studied against seven bacterial strains using the disc diffusion method. The strongest activity of the oil was against the Gram-positive bacterium Bacillus cereus.
Retrophyllum C.N. Page (Podocarpaceae) includes five species with a disjunctive distribution in tropical South America and the Southern Hemisphere. R. rospigliosii (Pilger) C.N. Page is a perennifolius and dioecious tree. In continuation of our studies on the essential oil composition of Colombian oil bearing-plants [1a-1e] , we report herein the chemical composition and antibacterial activity of the essential oil from fruits of R. rospigliosii.
Ninety-one constituents, representing 95% of the total components of the essential oil have been identified (Table 1) . Monoterpenes were the most abundant constituents of the essential oil, from which limonene (37.7%) and α-pinene (16.3%) were the major compounds. The results of the antimicrobial activities are shown in Table 2 . The strongest activity of the oil was against the Gram-positive bacterium Bacillus cereus.
Experimental
Plant material: Ripe fruits of R.. rospigliosii were collected during August 2009 in the Botanical Garden of Bogotá. The plant was authenticated by Dr G.
Morales, specialist of the Botanical Garden of Bogotá, where a voucher specimen was deposited.
Isolation of the oil and GC-FID and GC-MS analyses:
The fruits were washed with distilled water and subjected to distillation. The essential oil (0.4% v/w) was obtained from 100 g of fruits by hydrodistillation with a Clevenger trap for 3 h. The essential oil was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. The oil was analyzed by using a HP-6890 gas chromatograph and a Hewlett-Packard series 6890 gas chromatograph inter-faced with a HP-5973 mass-selective detector under the experimental conditions reported earlier [2a] . Identification was based on the linear retention index of either reference substances or literature values [2b]. 1134 Natural Product Communications Vol. 5 (7) 2010 Quijano-Celis et al. grown overnight at 37 o C in Nutrient Agar (Sharlau). Inoculum was prepared by diluting the scraped cell mass in 0.85% NaCl solution, adjusted to McFarland scale 0.5. Bactericidal effects were tested by a Kirby-Bauer Agar diffusion method. An aliquot of 7 µL of essential oil was applied to each 6 mm filter paper test disk and 6 µL of sterile distilled water was used for the control paper disk. A dilution of 1.5 x 10 8 CFU of each strain was inoculated in a Petri dish containing SPC Agar. The Petri dishes were incubated at 37 o C for 24 h and the zones of inhibition were measured. The sensitivity to the oil extract was classified by the diameter of the inhibition halos as: not sensitive (diameters less than 8 mm), sensitive (diameters 9-14 mm), very sensitive (diameters 15-19 mm), and extremely sensitive (diameters larger than 20 mm) [2c].
Determination of antibacterial activity:

